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Take-off
Lord,

Any moment now it will happen.

The plane will pick up speed,

all motors racing,

and we shall skim the surface of the runway

to that zero point,

where one great surge of energy

will lift us up from solid earth,

on still more solid air,

to set us on our way.

Support us, strong and holy Lord,

 by your power and might.

Lift us on the everlasting wings

 of your loving providence.

Sustain us as we fl y.

Hold us in your quiet, calming hands.

Enfold us in your gentle care.

Amen. 
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The next day John again was standing withtwo of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard himsay this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated meansTeacher), “where are you staying?” He saidto them, “Come and see.” They came andsaw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clockin the afternoon. 

 JOHN 1:35-39
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First Flight
Lord,

It scarcely seems possible

that in this day of space shuttles

and orbiting astronauts,

I am fl ying for the very fi rst time.

But, there you have it—

as if I had to tell you!

Yes, I am jittery, excited,

 apprehensive,

very much a pioneer of sorts,

among all these others

who look as if they do this every other day. 

Thank you, surprising Lord,

for this new experience.

I want to be relaxed enough to live

the fullness of this moment,

exhilarated enough to make every 

bit of it my own.

Be with me, Lord of the skyways, with your blessing,

as you have been present

to every other fi rst time

in my life!

Amen. 
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Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demonsand to cure diseases, and he sent them outto proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.They departed and went through the villages, bringing the good news and curing diseaseseverywhere. 

LUKE 9:1-2, 6

Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. They departed and went through the villages, bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere. 

LUKE 9:1-2, 6
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In The Cockpit
Lord,

I caught a glimpse

of the captain and the crew

  of this ship,

as I passed the cockpit.

They looked competent enough,

  appropriately serious,

but not glum,

reassuringly at ease, and

  seemingly in control.

Lord of the airways

that envelop this world

and the great expanses of space,

steady the hands,

clear the minds,

sharpen the eyes

of those who guide our journey.

Ease their hearts of personal care,

protect the friends and family

they have left behind.
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Keep them alert and far from

boredom as they sit, masterfully,

before that instrument panel

  in the cockpit.

Amen. 

Therefore I prayed, and understanding was given me; 

I called on God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me….

I loved her more than health and beauty, 

and I chose to have her rather than light, 

because her radiance never ceases….

For both we and our words are in his hand, 

as are all understanding and skill in crafts….

The cycles of the year and the constellations of the stars…,

for wisdom, the fashioner of all things, taught me.

WISDOM 7:7, 10, 16, 19, 22
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Flight Attendants
Lord,

These young men and women,

 who welcome us aboard,

always intrigue me.

In a sense, they are all

of the same mold,

graduates of the same fl ight attendant  school.

Yet, each one stands uniquely alone.

Below the certifi ed surface,

  the differences lie,

ready to break through,

given the least encouragement.

Each one carries a story and a dream

in a very human heart.

Lord, 

you came to us as a servant,

in graciousness and compassion;

you taught us to aspire 

to noble, lofty ideals.
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Be with these men and women now, Lord,

as they answer our demands

and meet our needs.

Teach them to lift 

their hearts and minds

in praise to you,

as they walk and minister

  above the earth.

Amen. 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 

and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 

and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good….All these are activated by one and the same 

Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the 

Spirit chooses.  

1 COR. 12:4-7, 11
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Companions in Flight
Lord,

we’ve been in the air long enough

for me to have had time

  to look around

at all the others in this plane.

I wonder where they’ve been

and what their destination is.

Are there any who have

  never known you?

any who have walked away

  from your friendship?

any you would call to a life

of closer association with you

and greater service of the poor and needy?

Reader of hearts and minds,

Lord of the secret places of our lives,

be close to my companions

  on this fl ight. 

Open their ears to the

sound of your voice;

  their eyes,

to the beauty of your face;
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  their minds,

to the truth that you are;

  their hearts,

to your gentle, insistent love. 

Touch them, Lord, and quicken them to

 a new and blessed life.

Amen. 

How very good and pleasant it is

 when kindred live together in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head,

 running down upon the beard,

on the beard of Aaron,

 running down over the collar of his robes. 

It is like the dew of Hermon,

 which falls on the mountains of Zion.

For there the LORD ordained his blessing,

 life forevermore.

PSALM 133
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