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The Novenas




Credo Novena

Early in the history of the Church, believers often found themselves
confronted by any number of competing versions of the faith. Most

of these were heretical deviations from the catholic faith of the
apostles. Some were theological explanations of revelation that

made extensive use of the Greek philosophical terms and concepts.
So that the faithful might have a solid foundation upon which to build
their lives in Christ, the bishops of the Church met in Nicaea in 325
AD. These bishop-theologians wrestled with the problem of how to
incorporate the fundamental tenets of the Christian teaching into
language that would exclude from the faith the prominent heresies of
the day. The bishops of Nicaea produced the Nicene Creed. Meeting
again in Constantinople in 381 AD, the bishops revised the Nicene
Creed in order to further clarify basic Christian teaching. It was
common among the early Church Fathers to use the creed as a kind
of textbook for teaching those just entering the Church at Easter (i.e,,
“‘catechumens”). Today, we use this ancient creed in the celebration of
the Eurcharist to reaffirm our faith. The commentary on the creed in
this novena is taken from the work, “A Sermon to Catechumins on the
Creed,” written by St. Augustine.

Daily Opening Prayer

In you, O Lord, we place our trust.
You who reign forever.

With you, O Lord, we trust our lives.

In you, O Lord, we place our trust.

Almighty and living God, always and everywhere we seek the
truth of your Word, to live and love as we ought. Knowing that
we are always tempted by the wisdom of this world to abandon
our faith in you and take after alien philosophies, your servants
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composed a creed that guides us to this day. Though we make no
claims to absolute understanding, we confess a ravenous hunger
for knowing more and better the teachings of Christ given to his
Apostles. As we contemplate the truths of this creed, open our
hearts and minds to all that you would teach us. Grant us peace
without complacency, certainty without arrogance, and goodness
in all humility. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

Daily Hymn (for Each Day)

O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?

Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honour.

You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,

all sheep and oxen,

and also the beasts of the field,

the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
PSALM 8
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Alternate:
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer,

my God, my rock in whom I take refuge,

my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised;

so I shall be saved from my enemies.

He brought me out into a broad place;
he delivered me, because he delighted in me.

With the loyal you show yourself loyal;

with the blameless you show yourself blameless;
with the pure you show yourself pure;

and with the crooked you show yourself perverse.

The Lord lives! Blessed be my rock,
and exalted be the God of my salvation,

For this I will extol you, O Lord, among the nations,
and sing praises to your name.
Great triumphs he gives to his king,
and shows steadfast love to his anointed,
to David and his descendants for ever.
PSALM 18:2-3,19,25-26,46,49-50

Daily Closing Prayer (for Each Day)

Lord God, we stand on you, the sure foundation revealed to us
in your Son, Christ Jesus. We proclaim as true all that this creed
contains and vow again to teach and preach only these truths. By
baptism we entered your comingkingdom, dedicating ourselvesto
the apostlic faith. Grant us every grace, every talent, every virtue
we need to hold fast to you. May this creed be a shining light on
the way to you. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.
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DAY ONE

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

Daily Opening Prayer
God is Almighty, and yet, though Almighty, He cannot die, can-
not be deceived, cannot lie; and, as the Apostle says, “cannot deny
Himself.”...To our AlmightyFather, itis quiteimpossible tosin. He
doeswhatsoever Hewill: thatis Omnipotence. He doeswhatsoever
He rightly will, whatsoever He justly will: but whatsoeveris evil to
do, He wills not....It was He Who made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, invisible and visible. Invisible such as are
in heaven, thrones, dominions, principalities, powers, archangels,
angels: all, if we shall live aright, our fellow-citizens. He made in
heaven the things visible; the sun, the moon, the stars. With its
terrestrial animals He adorned the earth, filled the air with things
that fly, the land with them that walk and creep, the sea with them
that swim: all He filled with their own proper creatures. He made
also man after His own image and likeness, in the mind: for in that
is the image of God. This is the reason why the mind cannot be
comprehended even by itself, because in it is the image of God.
“ASERMON TO CATECHUMINS ON THE CREED,” 2

Daily Hymn

Daily Closing Prayer
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